

ADOPTED 6/25/19


Introduced by Council Member Pittman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Newby, Morgan, Boyer and Hazouri:


RESOLUTION 2019-442-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF RETIRED ARMY CAPTAIN AND ACCOMPLISHED ATTORNEY MICHELLINE HAYNES RUTH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Michelline Remona Haynes Ruth was born on April 10, 1956 in Ocilla, Georgia to her loving parents, Arthur Bennie Haynes and Archie Mae Haynes. Ms. Haynes was a graduate of Suitland High School in Suitland, Maryland Class of 1974. Ms. Haynes attended the University of Maryland Class of 1978, and upon graduation she attended Georgetown University for graduate studies receiving a Juris Doctorate in 1981. Following graduate school, Ms. Haynes proudly served our country in the U.S Army’s 25th Infantry Division JAG Corps in Hawaii. After completing the Army Air Assault Combat Training School, Ms. Haynes reached the rank of Captain and held the positions of Chief Legal Assistant Officer, Trial Defense Attorney, and Prosecutor; and

WHEREAS, in 1989, Ms. Haynes settled in Jacksonville, Florida making it her home. She continued her life of service working with the Office of the State Attorney for the Fourth Judicial District for twelve years as a Felony Division Chief. During her time there, Ms. Haynes met the love of her life, the Honorable Judge James A. Ruth, who later became her loving husband and lifelong partner. After leaving the Office of State Attorney, Mrs. Ruth took her strong legal talents to work as an attorney in civil litigation. Over the next thirteen years, Mrs. Ruth became a Florida Bar Board Certified Civil Trial attorney and worked as an insurance defense attorney for Allstate Insurance and GEICO, where she was the Lead Defense Counsel throughout Northeast Florida. Mrs. Ruth also worked as a personal injury trial attorney for the Law Firm of Military Veterans where she headed up the firm’s litigation department. Mrs. Ruth worked the last six years of her practice leading and developing the litigation department at the Law Offices of Ron Sholes, P.A. Mrs. Ruth was a member of multiple legal associations including: D.C. Bar Association, Florida Bar Association, Jacksonville Bar Association, DW Perkins Bar Association and Jacksonville Justice Association. Mrs. Ruth was also a member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum and the Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum; and
WHEREAS, Mrs. Ruth was a woman of strong faith and a proud member of the United Missionary Baptist Church. More than this, she was a loving mother to her three children Bryce, Keely, and Shaina, and a devoted wife. Mrs. Ruth was sought out as a mentor in the community for her long and lustrous career as an attorney, for her dedicated service to our country with the Army, and most of all for the strong wonderful woman that she was; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
  The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and mourns the passing of Michelline Haynes Ruth and extends to her family and friends its deepest condolences. Mrs. Ruth was an extraordinary woman, accomplished attorney and dedicated public servant. She will forever be an inspiration to all that knew her.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Anthony J. Baltiero, City Council Research
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